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Prevention of respiratory disease in weaning calves
Abstract
Respiratory diseases of weanling calves are a continuous problem for ranchers. Each case is estimated to
represent a $10 to $20 loss through veterinary costs, decreased gains, and death losses. There is also
some question as to the effectiveness of certain preventative treatments. Few reliable experiments have
compared medicative and management procedures of disease preventions. We evaluated preweaning
vaccinations and weaning management practices.
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Calves weaned in the pasture separated from their mothers
by a double fence lost weight while those trucked 6 miles
gained weight after the first week. Fewer calves that received
electrolyte became sick and they required fewer treatments per
sick calf than was true for calves that received water.
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